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thesis which if ever so well maintained, could only
avail to explain and justify the works of limited beings,
compelled to labour under conditions independent of
their own will; but can have no application to a
Creator assumed to be omnipotent, who, if he bends
to a supposed necessity, himself makes the necessity
which he bends to. If the maker of the world can
all that he will, he wills misery, and there is no
escape from the conclusion. The more consistent of
those who have deemed themselves qualified to " vin-
dicate the ways of Gfod to man " have endeavoured to
avoid the alternative by hardening their hearts, and
denying that misery is an evil. The goodness of
God, they say, does not consist in willing the happi-
ness of his creatures, but their virtue; and the uni-
Yerse, if not a happy, is a just, universe. But waving
the objections to this scheme of ethics, it does not at
all get rid of the difficulty. If the Creator of man-
kind willed that they should all be virtuous, his
designs are as completely baffled as if he had willed
that they should all be. happy : and the order of nature
is constructed with even less regard to the requirements
of justice than to those of benevolence. If the law of all
creation were justice and the Creator omnipotent, then
in whatever amount suffering and happiness might be
dispensed to the world, each person's share of them
would be exactly proportioned to that person's good or
evil deeds; no human being would have a worse lot

J>2